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MCI COMMENTS

MCI Telecommuni ations Corporation (MCI) hereby submits its

somments in response to the Commission’'s Notice of Proposed Rule

Making (NPRM), released August 11, 1995, FCC 95-285, in the

abcve-captioned matt-:r. The Commission is requesting comments on
proposals to "stream ine" application and licensing procedures
and requirements for satellite space and earth stations under

Part 25 of its rulec

MCI generally supports the proposals in
rhe NPRM and lauds - 1e Commission’'s efforts to eliminate
unrecessary regulatc v requirements and to reduce paperwork.
However, as outlined below, MCI is concerned that the practical

corsequences of seve -al of the proposals may be

counterproductive.

INTRODUCTION

A number of adwvances in satellite technology have occurred
over the past severs! years that were not contemplated when the
Commigsion last conducted a comprehensive review of Part 25.

Thege have precipitared this proceeding in which, among other
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~hings, the Commissi:r would remove the construction permit
requlirement for spacet stations, relax rules governing space
statlion Licensee repcrts, eliminate application requirements for
inclined orbit opera ion, mcdify license renewal rules for
—emporary fixed eart - staticns (C-band Transportables) and Very
Small Aperture Termi:al (VSAT) earth stations, and eliminate the
requirement for the :eceipt of prior authorization of minor earth
station modificatior: . The Commission has invited comments on
~hese and other prorp-sed changes with a view toward

"streamlining" licer.ing anc reporting requirements.’

SATELLITES OPERATING IN INCLINED ORBITS MUST OBTAIN PRIOR
FREQUENCY CO-ORDINAT  ON

The Commission ¢ seeking comment on a proposal that would
aliow licensees to kegin satellite operations in inclined orbits
without obtaining pr or Commission authorization, but would
regqulire these licens—:es to "update their frequency
~ocrdination.”" MCI supports this proposal, with the
understanding that t equency co-ordination would be required
prior to permitting satellite operations in inclined orbits. The
£ “Hz band uplinkinc to satellites is shared on a co-primary
basis with "point-tc¢ point" or "terrestrial" microwave radio
services, operating n accordance with Part 21 of the

Commission’s rules. A change in a satellite orbit can also

NPRM, para.

Id. para. 1¢
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“hange the pointing .ngle of an associated earth station. 1In
urn, this can cause interference with terrestrial microwave
radio systems, oOr visa versa. Hence, prior frequency co-
srdination in accorcarice with Sections 27.100{(d) and 25.255 of
~he Commission’s ru.l-s 1is essential .?

PROMPT, PRIOR COMMISH&ION NOTIFICATION MUST BE REQUIRED OF
--BAND TRANSPORTABLE OPERATIONS

MCI is generalli  supportive of the Commission’s proposals
for license renewal 1 C-band Transportables. The proposal that
svould require C-banc Transpcrtable operators to provide notice of
thelr activities to . centra. Commission office is particularly
important,’ as a cen- ral point of notification would improve the
ability of the Commiision ard interested persons to track C-band
Transportable operat ons. MCI also agrees, ftor the reasons
creviously menticonea that i1t 1s essential for the Commission to
contilnue to require requency co-ordination prior to the
speration of any C-k.ond Transportable.® The listing of a
"ommisgion facsimile number, as proposed. should expedite the
notification process MCTI agrees with the proposal that, prior

to commencing C-band Trangportable operations, operators should

notify the Commissic: and a:l licensees of terrestrial facilities

' 47 C.F.R. Se 21.100(d), Sec. 25.255.
NPRM at para 18 .
" Id. at para. 1.8.

Proposed rul-~, Sec. 25.277.
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lying within coordir«tion contours of proposed C-band
Transportables.” How=ver, in order to provide interested parties
~#ith as much time as possible tc anticipate potential frequency
interference probler:, MCI suggests that the Commission also
regquire a would-be ¢ Band Transportable operator to promptly
crovide notice to the Commission and potentially affected
ticrowave licensees, after the operator has made a decision that

1

it will be offering =service.

'HE COMMISSION SHOUL:: REVIEW EARTH STATION LOCATION CHANGES OF
ONE_SECOND OR MORE

In principle, Ml agrees with the proposal that when
frequencies of other communications systems would not be affected
by slight modificat: :ns of earth stations, notice to the

Zommission should be required only after these modifications have

been made.’ However MCI believes that the proposed location
~hange standard of *: seconds (in either latitude or longitude)
for earth stations coperating in the Ku-band is not a reasonable

one for distinguishing between "major" and "minor" earth station
nodifications. It 1.3 critical that the Commission develop a
meaningful standard iere to make this distinction since frequency
co ordination procedires should continue to be followed for earth
station changes that could potentially interfere with other

operators, while fre juency co-ordination is unnecessary for minor

Y 1d.

° NPRM at para 23.
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mod:.fications of no :=2al consequence to others. Typically, earth
station modifications of less than one second in either latitude
or .ongitude will no: have a significant effect on the potential
or lnterference to ~ther users of those frequencies. However,
earth station modifi. ations zan, as previously noted, have a
significant effect o rterrestrial microwave systems. Because the
potential for freque: cy interference increases significantly with
‘hanges in earth stat lons of one second or more, the Commigsion
shoald require frequency co-ordination for changes of this
magnitude.

OTHER MATTER: WILL REQUIRE COMMISSION ACTION

MCI agrees that the Commission should adopt Adjacent
Sat=1llite Interferen e Analysis (ASIA' as the standard program
for analyzing freque: cy interference, but believes that this
Jatabase 1s too impc:rtant tc be updated only "when there is a new

" Eecause the data must be relatively current

cracessing round.
for interference ana yses, MCI submits that the database should
ce updated at least mce a year. It is also recommended that the
“ormission require t at all information essential to performing
frequency and sensit vity aralyses be made publicly available.
Confidential treatme it of information should be limited to
~ommercial informat:i :n having no impact on engineering and
sersitivity analyses

MCI supports th: proposal to reduce reporting for space
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CONCLUSION
WHEREFORE, MCI supports the Commission’s proposed
rodifications tc Par 25 of its rules, subject to the

nodifications discus:-.ed here:in.

Respectfiully,

s

By:

Gregory F. Inv@ccia
Donald J. Elardo
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue,
Washington, D.C. 20006
{(202) 887-2411

Dot ober 4, 1995 Its Attorneys

N.W.
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